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Operation Enduring Freedom
By Lt Gen Paul Hester

September 11, 2001 1s a day that changed us all. We saw over 5,000 -innocent
civilians from 73 nations murdered in the space of a few moments by -terrorists
who seek to transform the world in their image -- but we also saw - heroism,
compassion, and support from an array of nations that gives promise to
transform the globe.

The current military operation, dubbed Enduring Freedom, is only a part of a
multi-faceted coalition response to the terrorist attack. The diplomatic,
economic, and political initiatives being taken by our friends and allies are
equally critical to the ultimate goal of defeating terrorism.

Our military operations are focused on achieving several outcomes:

- Making it clear that harboring terrorists carries a definite price

- Providing humanitarian relief to the oppressed

- Acquiring intelligence to facilitate future operations

- Developing relationships with opposition groups within Afghanistan

- Altering the military balance by denying the Taliban offensive -systems

Japan's contributions to the fight against terrorism have been outstanding,
as we expected from our most important bilateral ally. The rapid dispatch of
the National Police to guard American facilities during the early days of the
crisis was invaluable, and sent a message that we were prepared to act in
concert toward any threat in Japan.

The new anti-terrorism legislation passed by the Diet is ground breaking,
and is appreciated by the United States all the more because it was a difficult
step for Japan to take politically. We watched and listened to the thoughtful
debate, and are aware that these steps were not taken lightly. The new
legislation will allow Japan to participate as an equal partner in the coalition
fight against terrorism. It will allow Japan to participate not only on the
economic and humanitarian fronts, as they have in the past, but to contribute
in a support role on the military front as well.

I will be departing Japan on November 19th, after serving the last two years
as Commander, US Forces Japan and 5th Air Force. I'm very proud of the
great strides we made in our bilateral planning and exercising, moving from
the Cold War paradigm to the threats of a new kind. The passage of the
Defense Guidelines, and the bilateral preparation for responding to Situations
in Areas Surrounding Japan turned out to be fortuitous. It laid the groundwork
for our two countries to respond as we have during this international war on
terrorism.

It has been a great privilege for me to serve here at this momentous time in
our history. I wish to thank all the members of the Japan-America Air Force
Goodwill Association for the outstanding support and hospitality you have
given to me, and that I know you will provide to Lt Gen Thomas Waskow as he
returns to Japan. Domo arigato.
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